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Q: Why is Alabama
“naturally” special?

A: Diversity!!

*Geology
*Physiography

*Solls

*Elevation Gradient

5 of Latitude

*60” of rainfall per year

Image: NOAA




Geologic Map of
North America

Plummer, McGeary & Carlson 2005




Geologic Map
of Alabama

UA Map Library




Physiography of
Alabama

Closely resembles geology

Map: University of Alabama Press




GEOLOGY

+ Physiography

+ Solls

+ Elevation Gradient
+ 5 of Latitude

+ 60" of rain per year

= BIODIVERSITY!

Image: NOAA




Great Seal
of the State
of Alabama

Alabama Historical
Commission




Alabama’s “Special” Stats

More miles of navigable waterways than any other st  ate (1,438)

More species of freshwater fish, mussels, turtles, snails, and
crayfish than any other state

Ranks fifth among all states in total biological di versity

Cahaba River contains more fish species per mileth  an any
other river in the United states (131 species).

World’s largest remaining stand of Shoal (Cahaba) L  iliesis in
the Cahaba National Wildlife Refuge

Sauta Cave, near Scottsboro, harbors the largestco  lony of
Gray Bats in the world

Mobile-Tensas Delta is the second largest river del  ta in the
United States




Stephens Gap Falls,
Jackson County
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Little River
Canyon

Photo: A. Goforth




Bankhead National
Forest, Winston Co.

Photo: Jim Lacefield.




Dugger Mountain, Calhoun County
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Cheaha Shoals
Lilies

Cahaba
National
Wildlife

Refuge

Photo: Jim Lacefield.
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Photo: BRR, Bibb County




Bibb County Glades (TNC Preserve) Photo: Beth Young




Cedar glade / short grass prairie in Greene Co.

Photo: JCH




Selma Chalk in Alabama’s Black Belt, Sumter Co. Photo: John Hall




Physiography of
Alabama

Closely resembles geology

Map: University of Alabama Press




Longleaf Pine st i




Mobile-Tensas Delta
















Existing
Protected
Areas in
Alabama

Source: Protected
Areas Database,
United States







Cahaba River, Helena, Alabama
1999




