
Energy Forum 2009
Challenges and Possibilities for Alabama

The Interfaith Environmental Initiative of Alabama

Danny Smith

Director of Environmental Services



A Tale of Two Water Heaters

Natural Gas Electric



Our circle is too small…



Consider the source…



What does efficiency really mean?



Natural gas is…

CLEAN
• Using natural gas can cut your home’s carbon footprint in half.
• When natural gas is used to fuel cars and for power generation, it 

can reduce emissions by 680,000 tons annually.

ABUNDANT
• Currently there is a 100-year supply of natural gas that continues 

growing with emerging technologies.

AMERICAN
• Natural gas is a domestically produced fuel.
• 98 percent of the natural gas consumed in the United States is 

produced in North America.
• Using natural gas helps decrease our dependence on foreign 

sources of energy and helps create more U.S. jobs. 



Benefits of a Natural Gas Water Heater

• A natural gas water heater, 
compared to an electric 
model, heats water in half the 
time and saves up to half the 
cost.

• The consistent performance 
of a natural gas tank water of a natural gas tank water 
heater provides abundant hot 
water, even when the power 
is out. 

• A tankless water heater is 
even more efficient, providing 
continuous hot water without 
a storage tank.

• Using a natural gas water 
heater instead of electric 
reduces carbon emissions by 
more than 50 percent.



Benefits of a High-Efficiency Natural 
Gas Furnace
• Natural gas furnaces provide greater 

comfort during the winter season delivering 
heat 25 degrees warmer than electric heat 
pumps.

• Natural gas furnaces can be purchased in 
efficiencies of 95+%.

• If you have a natural gas furnace that’s • If you have a natural gas furnace that’s 
more than 15 years old, it may be time to 
upgrade to a more efficient model. A new 
high-efficiency gas furnace could save you 
up to 20 percent a year in operating costs.

• Natural gas furnaces have a longer life 
expectancy because they are only used in 
the heating season. Electric heat pumps 
are used year-round, decreasing life 
expectancy.



An Energy Strategy for Alabama

• Increased use of natural gas
• Enhanced energy conservation
• Smart home weatherization



Natural Gas. 
Comfortable. Responsible.

For more information:

Alagasco.comAlagasco.com
• rebate offers

ComfortableResponsible.com
• carbon calculator


