
INTERFAITH ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVE OF ALABAMA
Engaging faith and science to sustain and enhance the life of Earth
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Interfaith Environmental Initiative of Alabama (IEIA) - Co-Conveners

Virginia N. / Ginny Brown, M.S.E.M., IEIA Co-Founder
past Director of ALEEC (Alabama Environmental Education Consortium) 

and past Program Administrator for the Vulcan Materials Center 
for Environmental Stewardship and Education; now with NCSE 

(National Council for Science and the Environment) in Washington, DC

Eleanor McKenzie DelBene, D. Min., IEIA Co-Founder
past Chair / now Liaison to the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 

Task Force for The Stewardship of Creation

www.InterfaithEnvironmental.org



Interfaith Environmental Initiative of Alabama / IEIA Working Groups include the following: 

Benchmarking                                                                                                                 
Focus is on establishing a baseline, and creating goals and tangible objectives for achieving energy efficiency. This 
Working Group will provide a baseline that can be used by all of the IEIA Working Groups.

Faith & Home – Energy / Water Efficiency at Home and in Faith Comm unities                                                 
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Faith & Home – Energy / Water Efficiency at Home and in Faith Comm unities                                                 
Focus is on how to get the message to faith communities. This Working Group will determine guidelines, set goals and 
explore existing programs, including green certification for faith communities. 

Students – New Generation Energy  
Focus is on determining what projects already are occurring in colleges and high schools and what can be done to 
expand the conversation on energy / water conservation and efficiency. This Working Group plans to include students 
from area high schools, colleges and universities as well as superintendents and teachers.

Water / Energy Efficiency – Industrial / Business Co llaborations   
Focus is on identifying major water consumers in the region and developing productive practices for water savings 
and efficiencies that make the connection between water conservation / efficiency / reuse, and energy efficiency 
and savings. This Working Group is developing a Lunch & Learn program and a PowerPoint.

Website / Resources / Information  
Focus is on keeping the IEIA website current and providing scientifically accurate information and resources 
for all of the IEIA Working Groups.
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Tom Evans, Executive Presbyter for Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley and 
President, Alabama Faith Council; 

Beth Maynor Young, Beth Maynor Young Conservation Photography; 
Marshall Anderson, Design Initiative and Green Building Focus, the Birmingham Charter; 

Judy Takats, Program Director, World Wildlife Fund; 
Michael Churchman, Executive Director, Alabama Environmental Council and 

Episcopal Diocese of Alabama Task Force for The Stewardship of Creation; 
Danny Smith, Director of Environmental Services, Alabama Gas Corporation. 



Dr. Stan Meiburg’s Eight Guiding Principles

1. Invest in information.

2. Base statements on science and the law.
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2. Base statements on science and the law.

3. Seek to understand others’ views better than your own.

4. Explore interests, not positions.

5. Create opportunities for mutual gain wherever possible.

6. Pursue conservation and energy efficiency first!

7. Take confidence from past success.

8. Promote an ethic of Stewardship.
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Alabama Faith Council



11

Native American Elder Sam Curran, Dr. E. O. Wlson, 
The Rev. Canon Sally Bingham, Lama Tenzin Deshek, 

Hurricane Creekkeeper John Walthen, 
Cahaba River Society Executive Director Beth Stewart
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Cahaba River Society Environmental Educator of the Year Awards 
Episcopal Diocese of Alabama Task Force for The Stewardship of Creation, 

Eleanor McKenzie DelBene, D.Min., Chair 
Vulcan Materials Center for Environmental Stewardship and Education, 

Ginny Brown, M.S.E.M., Program Administrator, Larry Davenport, Ph.D., Director
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Larry Davenport, Ph.D.,  Jim McClintock, Ph.D. 
Mike Tidwell, Author, Jared Diamond, Ph.D., 

Howard Frumkin, M.D., Dr.P.H., Ginny Brown, M.S.E.M. 
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Barbara Baites, Joyce Lanning - Curriculum Guide Trainer
Episcopal Diocese of Alabama Task Force for The Stewardship of Creation, 

Cammie Sanders, The Rev. John Mark Ford, Elizabeth Lindsey, 
Michelle Bende - Curriculum Guide Trainer Episcopal Diocese of the 
Central Gulf Coast Commission on Environment and the Integrity of Creation
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Cindy Lowry, Alabama Rivers Alliance; Scot Duncan, Birmingham-Southern College;

Becky Rogers, Clarus Consulting, Green Resource Center for Alabama; 

Cathy Wright, Clarus Consulting; Beth Maynor Young, Beth Maynor Young Photography; 

Mark Rubino, e4 interactive; Amanda Griesdorn, Protective Life; 

Joyce Lanning, The Climate Project; Eleanor McKenzie DelBene, IEIA Co-Convener; 

Beth Stewart, Executive Director Cahaba River Society
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Courtesy of http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/Engaging faith and science to sustain and enhance the life of Earth


